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LaForet House Meeting

With a crackling fire in the background of Inglis Hall at the La Foret all

church retreat, seven folks gathered at another "house" meeting. We contin-
ued the discussion about what we felt we would like to see in WPUCC as we
step into this next phase of our church life. We shared the "hooks" which
drew us to Wash Park. Social activism, a lack of boundaries on the concept of
God, all kinds of families, the diverse community, a potential for new friends,
and a kiebriented set of values where one could raise a family were among
the good first impressions of WPUCC. When we shared what keeps us at
Washington Park, several thoughts were emphasized. Community and rela-
tionship, a belief in what WPUCC stands for, the ability to live one's faith, a
commitment to work through "family" issues rather than taking the easy way
out, and a feeling that it would be tough to find another place that could be a
better place to grow and give.

The important discussion of what this group would like to see WPUCC be-
come included a strong desire to act our faith in the community, doing what
we have done in the past, only more so! We would like to see more energy
and laughter, a continuing focus on family and kids, fewer gray heads!, and a
greater connection into the wider UCC community. As we reviewed what we
might seek in a new Senior Pastor, there was a strong belief that we would
really like someone with good experience in the UCC. The ability to tap into
the resources offered by the denomination, combined with a strong commit-
ment to the wider church, would be a real positive to us. The Senior Pastor
can help new members understand what "church" is and how patrticipation in
the community can manifest itself. We also know that conflict arises in any
situation and so skills or experience in that would be important.

We ended our discussion with thoughts on what can be done now, rather than
waiting for a new Senior Pastor. How can we support parents? Can we
strengthen shepherding for the children who come? Can we work to expand
the extended family system? We know that we can make WPUCC stronger
and more vital for all for those who follow us. Our hopes are strong

Scott Munstock
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La Foret Retreat Oct. 9 -11
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We survived! Even with icy roads, brisk temps nd a
- was a lot of fun. Seventeen of our youth made it. Mary Alice led a wonderful dialogue and exploration on
-energ|2|ng our stances and tying them to our theme of
emeetingd where 7 of us participated in a discusgion

new extended family emerged. We were able to start on banner construction, which will become an ongo-
ing project. Bill McClure led a hike through a stunning, frost-laden wonderland while others enjoyed board
games and knitting. The Saturday night party gave us time for some intergenerational fun and games and
. s 0 mo-by¢he-fireplace in Inglis Hall. Thank you Julie McCarthy for bringing your guitar and sharing your
. & talent with us in worship on Sunday morning. Be sure to check out our photos in the narthex and website.
@ Scott hopes to put together a slide show, and we are anxious to see that. Thanks to all the leaders and

- the Fellowship Committee, and thank YOU for dancing in the forest with me and sharing the magic. It

‘ = really does happen.

Don Todden
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All Church CleanUp Day:

With good cheer and energy, people came to lend a helping hand at our

Fall ClearUp Day. A grateful thank you to our much appreciated volunteers: Grace Larrabee, Cathy Oglesby, Kathy Car-
frae, Carol Slocum, Bart Cox, Scott Munstock, Don Naab, Bruce Sidwell, Bill McClure, John Liptak, Peter Sawtell, Glenn
Slocum, Bob Kinter and Ralph Larson.

It was important that we load the concrete from the labyrinth into the skid

straight away because it was available for a week only. There was more of it than we thought but it indeed did fit. The
decorated stepping stones now line the garden area. The skid should be gone by Thursday weather permitting and the ¢
crete on its way to-mycling.
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The bushes and shrubs on the North side of the church were trimmed back nicely. There is more sidewalk and healthier
looking plants now. Bruce Sidwell was the main man on that project with a little help at the end of the day.

The carpet with its interesting spot will be attended to soon by Ralph Larson.

Al in al/l it was a very good day and wedre very grate
gave of their time and care.

Thank you.
“Building Committee
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